
 

  

Providence Lutheran Church 
“making Christ known by developing prayerful disciples!” 

September 2020 

Note from the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Back in 1862, before Providence Lutheran Church became a Lutheran 
congregation, we had a few committed souls who would gather for prayer and 
fellowship each week at a nearby brush arbor. This gathering expanded into 
the on-site schoolhouse. The members came from older Lutheran Churches 
and wished to have a church nearer to their homes and so, in 1866 they donated 
trees and labor and the sanctuary was built. 
 
For almost 160 years we have been a tenacious community of Christ centered 
in prayer and worship. Our membership rolls and learning ministries have 
ebbed and flowed in number but we continue to thrive. As we look at 2020, 
what a year it has been so far! We began the year strong and with the advent of 
the global pandemic, we have adjusted and adapted in order to continue the 
ministry.   
 
What we are all missing, however, is the people connection. It feels awkward 
coming to worship in a face mask, taking holy communion in the pew and not 
being able to physically share the peace. But let’s remember that our 
congregation has survived tough times and times of isolation in the past with 
the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918, the building of Lake Murray Dam, and 
World Wars I and II. Our community has moved from rural agricultural to a 
town of over 22,000 people of diverse ethnicities, vocations, and education.  
Old Chapin Road is dramatically different with many more neighbors. We 
have seen a lot of change in and around us, and yet maintain our relationship 
connections.  
 
This is a very exciting time in our congregational life together. We are finding 
new ways to utilize technology more effectively. We are hopeful that the virus 
is losing steam as schools reopen and fewer people are becoming ill. We are 
once again planning fellowship activities. And we are raising money to 
improve our buildings so that ministry is enhanced – for our members, 
preschool and community. 
 
It is my hope and prayer that you are feeling hopeful and know that God is 
busy at work in you and among us. Trust in Paul’s words in Romans 8:28 “And 
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” 
 

May God bless you with His love and holy peace, 
Pastor Patti Sue  



 

 

GROWING IN FAITH WITH BIBLE STUDY 
 

This month we will begin a bible study on the book of Ruth. While we have studied this book before, 
many have not. These classes will be conducted via ZOOM conference calls. Please join us on 

Wednesday’s at 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. The links to bible study will be sent in the Friday E-news. 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Confirmation resumes this month!  If you are ages 12 through adult and would like to participate in 
learning more about the bible and our Lutheran faith, please contact Pastor Patti Sue.   

We will also seek to plan a fellowship event this month. Once Pastor Patti Sue hears back from 
parents, we will make plans.   

SYNOD COMMUNICATIONS 
 

If you want to feel more connected and know what is happening around our Synod, be sure to 
sign up for the weekly synod e-news.  Just contact neal@scsynod.com to sign up. 

 

Also, the SC Lutheran Magazine is available on the Synod’s website www.scsynod.com to read 
or download.  This periodical is a great way to hear from our bishop and learn what is 

happening in other Lutheran congregations around the state. 
 

The Synod also has a Twitter and Facebook account that you can check out by going to 
www.scsynod.com/media-center. 

BOOK CLUB 

Please join us on the 2nd Thursday of each month for Book Club. We will meet via Zoom on 

September 10th to discuss the book Where the Crawdads Sing by Celia Owens.   

Book club is not a book study but a fellowship opportunity.   

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 

9/01 Conner Violette 

9/05 Ed Crawford & Stephanie Copple 

9/08 Maria Holloway  

9/10 Chris Copple 

9/11 Rose Wingard & Ollie Copple 

9/15 Frances Monts 

9/21 Val Nash 

9/25 Bob Harmon 

9/29 Russell Meetze 

SEPTEMBER 
SCHEDULE 

 

Altar Flowers: 
9/6  Ana Grant 
9/13 Jane Martin 
9/20 The Holloways 
9/27 Alice Vowell 
 

Lay Readers: 
9/6  Glenda Oswald 
9/13 Donna Florio 
9/20 Deb Kopitskie 
9/27 Ernest Cline 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Greeters: 
 Ty & Karen Yonce 
 

Ushers: 
 Russell Pye 
 & Val Nash 
 

mailto:neal@scsynod.com
http://www.scsynod.com
http://www.scsynod.com/media-center


 

  

WOMEN’S RETREAT – REST, RESTORE, REFRESH 
 

It is time to sign up for the annual women’s retreat! If you are interested in attending our women’s 
retreat October 23-25, please contact the church office this month. The cost will be $50 per 

person.  If you do not have the ability to pay, scholarships are available – just let Pastor Patti Sue 
know. Our theme this year is based on Ephesians 4:23: Be renewed in the spirit of your mind.  

We all know that rest and relaxation often come at a premium for women today. So, when there is 
an opportunity to sit back and enjoy the stillness, you want to make those moments count. Please 
join us for some fellowship, fun and spiritual renewal as we gather once again at Serenity in Mill 

Spring, NC. Thank you. 

WORSHIP 

We are excited to be worshiping in the sanctuary once again. We have also been 
given the “all clear” to sing with our masks on! What a joy it is to be gathered 

together and hear the voices pray and sing together once again.   
 

We fully understand and support the need to remain safe during the Covid-19 
virus. Consequently, we continue to wear face masks and practice social distancing 

during worship. For those of  you not yet ready or able to join us in-person, we 
continue to record the worship services and post them on YouTube and post a 

recording of  the weekly sermon on our website so that you may worship in your 
home. We believe that Holy Spirit unites us even when we cannot be together. We 

will continue to monitor the virus and best practices to keep everyone as safe as we 
are able.   

 
PROVIDENCE MEMBERS 

Myra Boyd, Gail Caldwell, Debbie & Jamie Edwards, Judi & Wyman Harmon, Eva & Pedro Jimenez,John & 
Jane Gault-Martin, Judy and Russell Meetze, David & Joan Monts, Frances Monts, Jeanette Swygert, Conner 
Violette and Alice Vowell 
 

FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Rev. Mel Amundson, Trudy & Perry Bouknight, Susan Burton, Pastor Ken Busbee, Zack Bynum, Lucy 
Covington, Frank Delaney, Craig DeMunbrun, Kay Elliott, Don Harmon, Joann Mancino, John Martin Jr, 
Derrick Miliner, Andy Nash, Jane Park and Brad Pounds  

MEETINGS 
 

We will continue in September with the use of Zoom in conjunction with meetings that 
observe safe gathering recommendations in the Fellowship Hall. All meetings will be 

announced in our Friday E-news and church bulletin so that you are able to participate. 



 

 

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 
At our meeting on August 9th, we voted on two things:   
1. To accept the proposed remodeling plans to our buildings in order to enhance our 

ministries and develop a financial strategy for the $425,000 cost; and 
2. To allow the purchase and installation of  flooring for the preschool rooms and hallway 

now so that it is ready for the new school year. 
 

We discussed the need for a solid strategy to cover the $425,000 needed for these 
improvements and how best to secure those funds – recognizing that before we can get 
started and secure a construction loan, we must raise $100,000.   
 

In conjunction with this initial $100,000 investment, we will enlist a specialist to develop a 
capital campaign or appeal so that we can make sure that we have the necessary money and 
strategy for up to $325,000 for a construction loan.  We have been in discussion with both 
Mission Investment Fund and First Community Bank to give us a quote for a construction 
loan once our $100,000 is secured and our appeal strategy is developed and accepted by the 
congregation. 
 

Should we not raise more than $100,000 we would be able to secure a loan for $325,000 for 
up to a 25-year loan at a cost of  approximately $1800 per month.  We would obviously need 
to have commitments/pledges to cover the increase so that we don’t jeopardize our ability to 
handle ongoing operational costs. 
 

Finally, we are also seeking grant money to cover the approximate $54,000 cost of  bringing 
our buildings into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Should you have 
any questions, please feel to contact any member of  church council. 

TREASURER’S UPDATE 
Attached you will find the financial report through July. We are blessed to have had 
the Payroll Protection Plan money from the CARES Act to supplement our income 
and cover our payroll costs.  Had we not had that money; we would be suffering a 

financial loss at the end of July.  
 

It is very important to remember the financial needs of our congregation’s 
operations and ministries, especially as we begin Pastor Patti Sue’s “Generosity 

Challenge” and raising money for our $425,000 remodeling plan.  
 

However, we humbly ask that you please consider sending your offering / tithe 
check(s) to the church office or through an on-line donation (Tithe.ly is located on 

our church website on the home page).   
 

Thank you for prayerfully considering how you will financially support our church.  



 

  

GENEROSITY CHALLENGE 
I would like for us to rethink and reimagine generosity. Webster’s Dictionary defines generosity as the 

willingness to give or to share; an act of unselfish giving. As Christians, we profess our faith and trust in 
God.  Part of that truth is reflected in our giving financially to support the operations and ministries of the 

church. Three questions I would ask you are:  
 Does your giving reflect gratitude for what God has given you? 
 Is your giving a reflection of your relationship with God? 
 Do you give in obedience to God or from what is left over? 

 

These are challenging times to be sure and many of us are facing reduced or fixed income realities. That 
being said, I want to challenge each of us to give financially with a glad a generous heart – not out of 

obligation, not foolishly -- but faithfully.   
 

The Generosity Challenge is a call to give in obedience and gratitude to God.  How much you give is 
between you and God, however, if you do not currently tithe (10% of gross or net income) consider giving 

a specific percentage as your offering.  Another possibility is adding $5, $10, $25, etc. to your current 
offering. The goal is to challenge yourself -- make the decision to participate, sign up and then do it for 60 

days. So why not give it a shot? Simply register on our website to get started. If you do not have a 
computer or access to one, contact Stephanie and she will sign you up.  Then -- over the next 60 days we 

will send you great resources to help you budget, get your finances in order, stay the course, and be 
updated throughout the entire challenge. Thank you in advance for rising to the challenge to live 

generously. 

THOUGHTS AND A THANK YOU 
 

“I wanted to personally thank the folks who served on our committees, and all who were able to attend 

our "in person" and zoom congregational meeting, and those who we were able to have conversations 

with by phone prior.  
 

A near unanimous vote of approval shows that our congregation understands that these improvements to 

our sanctuary— bathrooms, choir room, family room, enlarged narthex and ADA approved ramp, -- kitch-

en updates, ADA approved restroom in the fellowship hall,  and replacing preschool flooring— all will 

serve to improve our ministry. 
 

Providence has studied many times how we could get bathrooms in our sanctuary without changing the 

look and integrity of our beautiful, historic building.  We found the right architect to do just that.  Everyone 

I’ve spoken with loves the design.  We had good questions posed at our meeting. Our committee was 

prepared with answers to all. 
 

For those who knew my mother, I know how much longer she could have attended church if not for hav-

ing to make her way across to the fellowship hall for robing for the choir, and peace of mind that a bath-

room was available in the sanctuary building.  She would have supported and loved this project.  

(She has actually made a generous contribution toward it through funds we’ve held for such a need at 

Providence.  Thanks Barbara and Sonny Bise!) 
 

Our newest members, bringing in ideas from their former ministries, also realized our needs and added 

much to ideas and process.  And when Sharon Shealy said Mr. Clay would have loved the design and 

plan, I knew we had done something right.  
 

Again, thank you for your thoughts and support. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any additional 

questions as we move toward making this dream a reality.” 
 

Donna Bise, Sanctuary Update Chair 

704-806-8754 



 

 

PROCLAMATION OF FAITH ESSAY by Peyton Nash 
I believe that God has created all things in his image. I also believe that God is in everyone and 
everything. I believe that God sent his only son to die on the cross for all our sins. I also believe 
that God is the father, Son and Holy Spirit. Lastly, I believe that God is always with us. 
 

I have come to believe this through my Pastor who has taught me to love God and all of his 
creations. I’ve also developed my faith through my grandparents who taught me to rely on God 
for all things and know that he is with me at all times.  My grandparents have brought me to 
church when I was younger, and I went to VBS every year. I would also learn bible stories at 
VBS and youth group. I was given explanations and the meanings behind the Bible stories by 
my Pastor, my youth group leaders, Mrs.Trudy and Mrs.Glenda and my grandparents. 
 

I’ve also learned a lot through acolyting. I’ve learned that it is extremely important to serve 
God in any way possible. That includes helping the church however I can and loving all of God 
creations. 
 

Because of my confirmation learning I’ve grown to see God in everything and everyone. Before 
confirmation I wasn’t exactly sure what being a Lutheran meant but I now know it’s much 
more than just believing in God. It’s also about having a relationship with him. This can be 
done in many ways. One is reading the Bible and learning more of God’s love. Another is loving 
all of Gods creations and serving others, Throughout confirmation I’ve done both of these 
things and benefited from each.  
 

I feel I’ve learned a significant amount not only from confirmation but by doing what God 
intends for us to do as Christians. God wants us to share the love of God with everyone we 
come across. I like to think that I have done just that by showing hospitality and kindness to 
everyone I meet. 
 

Going through the Bible has also helped me immensely. Learning about everything God has 
done for us and what has happened to get us to where we are today helped me understand my 
faith. The Bible showed me what God wants us to do to keep a close relationship with him.  
 

Throughout two years of confirmation I have developed my faith. After confirmation I plan to 
continue that Faith development, One way I plan to continue my faith development is by going 
to Bible study that my church provides, I also plan on studying my bible and learning as much 
as I can about God. 



 

  

PLC PRESCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
 

We have been busy getting ready for opening face to face On September 8th.  We are so excited to 
be welcoming some new and some old faces back for our 2020-2021 Fall year. This year will certainly 
look a little different due to Covid but inside our building will still be the same love and care we give 
every day and it will be filled with children's laughter and joy. We will do our best to make it feel 
like nothing has ever changed and I think that is what every child needs to experience right now. I 
hope this short newsletter finds you all well and safe. We still have several openings available so if 
you know of someone looking for a preschool make sure to pass the word on. You can show them this 
newsletter filled with this information. 
 

*Opening face to face on September 8th!* 

Registration is now open for the 2020-2021 school year at Providence Lutheran Church Preschool, a 
very special early learning environment. Providence Lutheran Church is located in Lexington, SC at 
840 Old Chapin Road; the preschool conducts classes Monday – Thursday mornings (9am – noon), and 
offers programs for the following age groups 
18 months – 2 years (MMOs group) – 2 or 4 day a week program 
2 year olds – 2 or 4 day a week program 
3 year olds – 4 day a week program 
4 year olds – 4 day a week program 

 

Providence Preschool is a Christ-centered, loving, and nurturing environment, and in our classrooms 
we build communities. The small class sizes allow the teachers to focus on and minister to the needs 
of each child, and provide opportunities for individualized as well as group instruction. Our 
curriculum is flexible and largely play-based; a new and exciting theme each week provides the focus 
around which we plan developmentally appropriate activities that are intended to excite and engage 
all the senses as often as possible. The mission always is to model, teach, and continue building on the 
social, behavioral, and cognitive skills that lead to school readiness, as well as to let each child feel 
and understand how special they are and how much they are loved. We would love for your family to 
become a part of our family…please contact the Preschool director, Betsy Culler at (803) 351-1851, 
or by email at plcpreschool@hotmail.com 

As always thank you for your love and support of our "Little preschool with a big heart"! 

DIPLOMA IN WOMENS’ LEADERSHIP  
 

We have been asked to share an exciting new opportunity at Columbia International University for the women in your 
congregation. The Diploma in Women's Leadership program is for any woman seeking to discern, affirm, and prepare 
for her unique Kingdom assignment! Specifically, this program is designed to train and equip women to lead or assist 
with ministry groups and otherwise develop and enhance their leadership abilities for the benefit of your church.    
This 12-week program offers women a biblically-based approach to developing their leadership skills for use in any 
setting. 
·   The collaborative, interactive, and engaging teaching method is designed to be beneficial for women in the local 
church, business and non-profit arenas, and most importantly, the home.  
·   Courses are held Thursday evening in the new CIU School of Business and Professional Studies facility. Social dis-
tance protocols and other appropriate safety measures will be observed.    
 Questions? Contact Carol Kirkland directly at 803-730-0278 or email Carol.Kirkland@ciu.edu. 
  

Thanks for considering, 
Robin Bowers, Executive Director 
Mission Lexington SC 
(803)359-4192 

mailto:plcpreschool@hotmail.com
mailto:Carol.Kirkland@ciu.edu


 

 

Providence Lutheran Church 
840 Old Chapin Road 
Lexington, South Carolina 29072 

Providence Lutheran Church 
840 Old Chapin Road, Lexington, South Carolina  29072 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.      Worship Service: 11:00 a.m. 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Office Phone: (803) 359-4210 

Office E-Mail: ProvidenceLC@gmail.com 
Website: www.ProvidenceLutheranChurch.com 

  Pastor 
The Rev. Patti Sue Burton-Pye 
(803) 403-7755  
PSBPye@yahoo.com 

 

  Office Administrator  
 Steph Lawhorn 
 (803) 359-4210 
 ProvidenceLC@gmail.com  
 

  Preschool Director  
Betsy Culler  
(803) 351-1851 
PLCPreschool@hotmail.com 
 

 Music Director 
Levi Walker  
(404) 583-3003 
Levi1621@gmail.com 

“Making Christ known by 
developing prayerful disciples!” 

http://www.providencelutheranchurch.com/

