
 

  

Providence Lutheran Church 
“making Christ known by developing prayerful disciples!” 

January 2020 

Note from the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Happy New Year!  Have you made any New Year’s Resolutions?  If you have, what 
method of accountability are you employing to meet your goal(s)?  Year after year, we plan 
to do things differently but often fall short.  The most popular resolutions year after year 
include: 
1. Exercise more 

2. Lose weight 

3. Get organized 

4. Learn a new skill or hobby  
5. Live life to the fullest 

6. Save more money / spend less money 

7. Quit smoking 

8. Spend more time with family and friends 

9. Travel more 

10. Read more 
 

Are any of these goals your 2020 Resolutions?  The fact is that most people do not 
accomplish their goals for the New Year – in truth, only 64 percent last longer than the first 
month, and only 46 percent last longer than six months. Even more discouraging is the 
statistic that only 14 percent of people over 50 actually achieve their resolution compared to 
39 percent of people in their 20’s. 
 

So, how do you defy the odds?  Consider these proven steps to accomplish your goal(s): 
 

1. Mentally prepare for change – stay positive, expect gradual change, and allow room for 
error 

2. Set a goal that motivates you – not someone else, you 
3. Limit the number of resolutions to a manageable amount – the key is prioritizing your 

goals 
4. Be specific – make sure that your goal is also measurable, attainable, relevant and have a 

deadline 
5. Break up big goals into smaller ones – create a sub-list and prioritize 
6. Write down your goal(s) – and put in a place that you will access regularly 
7. Share your resolution(s) with others – your friends and family are a great source of 

encouragement 
8. Automate where possible – i.e. reminder apps 
9. Review your resolution(s) regularly – write your progress down 
10. If you fall off track, get back on quickly – setbacks happen and missing a goal by even as 

much as 80% is not a complete failure 
 

Good luck with your New Year’s Resolutions!  I pray that your new year will be filled with 
blessings beyond measure.  I hope that you will live life to its fullest.  And most of all never 
forget that God created you in love and desires that your life to be filled with joy and hope – 
you matter to God. 
 

               Peace, Pastor Patti Sue  



 

 

GROWING IN FAITH WITH BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

Come join us on Wednesdays for bible study! We gather each week at 10:15 a.m. and again at 7 p.m. 
conclude our study the Book of Daniel and hope to begin a study of The Revelation of John. 

All are welcome!  

 
 

 

 

The youth will gather for youth group following worship on January 12th and January 26th for fun, 
fellowship and bible study. Please make every attempt to attend youth group if you are able. 

Confirmation 
 

We will continue our Overview of  the Bible study during the Sunday school hour. Don’t forget to 
turn in Sermon Notes!  

THANK YOU 
 

A special “thank you” to everyone who helped decorate the church for Christmas Eve worship!  
It is always so beautiful, and your efforts are truly appreciated. 

 

“Thank you” from the staff for the generous Christmas gifts given in celebration of Christmas.  
We all truly appreciate your generosity! 

PLC CHOIR 
 

If you are interested in participating in 

our church choir, please join us 

Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in the 

sanctuary for choir practice.   

Are you interested in 
Becoming a Member? 

 

We have several individuals who have expressed 
an interest in becoming members of Providence 
Lutheran Church. If you are interested, please let 
Pastor Patti Sue know so that she can arrange to 

meet with you. 

WELCA MEETING 
 

WELCA will meet on Tuesday January 14th 
at 3:00 p.m. in the Adult Sunday School 

classroom. We extend a warm welcome to all 
ladies interested in joining! 

Council Meeting 
   

This month’s council meeting will be 

held on Sunday, January 5 immediately 

following worship. As usual, anyone is 

welcome to come. 



 

  

 

Progressive Supper– What a great time! 
 
 

Time and Talent Sheets 
 

Please complete a 2020 Time and Talent sheet for each member of your family. It is through this 
information that we are able to plan and manage the work of the congregation. We simply are unable 

to do the work of ministry without your help and support. Please bring your completed sheets to 
worship or the church office by January 15th.    

Providence Book Club 
 

Pastor Patti Sue is starting a book club in January. The first book that we will read and discuss together 
is The 5 Love Languages by Gary Chapman. The 5 Love Languages is as practical as it is insightful. 
Updated to reflect the complexities of relationships today, this book reveals intrinsic truths and applies 

relevant, actionable wisdom in ways that work. 
 

We will meet at Pastor's home (337 Spruce Glen Road, Lexington) on Thursday, January 9th at 3 PM. If 
possible, please read the first chapter before our time together so that we can talk about it. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY – January 1st  
   

New Year’s Day is Wednesday, January 1st and the office will be closed.   



 

 

 
December was super busy and flew by. We took three weeks to teach the kids the Christmas story and 
prepare them for our Christmas program. December is short for us but one of my most favorite times at 
the preschool. Watching Christmas through childrens eyes is so magical. They are filled with wonder and 
excitement this time of year. We ended our Christmas fun by having a pj party and watching Christmas 
movies together.  
 

Our Christmas program was precious and like always gets you in the Christmas spirit. Thanks to all my 
teachers for organizing it. Thanks to those church members that helped serve food and clean up 
afterwards. We truly are blessed with a church with such a huge support system that helps us keep this 
preschool going and the prayers flowing.  
 

The family we adopted was richly blessed and I believe their Christmas was magical. I love this tradition 
we do every year; nothing gives me more pleasure thank knowing we can help a less fortunate family out 
for Christmas. I know we all have huge Christmases and giving back just warms my heart and I hope it 
warms your heart as well. So feel good that you gave back this Christmas and because of you there will 
be Happy Children and a relieved mama that feared she wasn’t going to be able to provide for her 
children this year. 
 

Its hard to believe 2019 is ending and that it soon will be 2020, I hope you enjoy your holidays and have 
a terrific start to the new year!! Thank you all for your continued support of our “Little preschool with a 
big heart!” 
                    Blessings, Betsy Culler 

Betsy can be reached at PLCPreschool@hotmail.com or (803) 351-1851. 

PLC Preschool! 



 

  

Questions for the New Year 
By Frank G. Honeycutt 

Question No. 1: Which one of you, overseeing a 
flock of 100 sheep in the wilderness or 100 
children under your care in a major city, would 
leave the 99 all alone to go looking for that lost one 
until you located him or her (Luke 15:4)? 
 

Now look, I’ve just started administering this little 
test and already see a hand up in the back. No, it 
doesn’t say you have any assistants or helpful 
bedouins to aid in your search or watch the others. 
You leave the 99, OK? Unprotected and all alone. 
 

And which one of you, having set out on such an 
insane enterprise (oops, editorializing) … which 
one of you would keep looking high and low, night 
and day, interminably, if needed? 
 

There will be no more murmuring, class. A final 
detail. Which one of you, after searching all over 
tarnation and finally locating the little lost one, 
would actually call the neighborhood together 
(Luke 15:6) and throw a flipping party? Which one 
of you? 
 

Final question: Which one of you, having 10 silver coins and losing one, would turn on every single energy-gobbling lamp in 
your house (not to mention the floodlights) and sweep through your abode all night, relentlessly and pathologically (Luke 
15:8), even moving the heavy stuff like the stove and refrigerator, peering under rugs and in every drawer, searching for that 
lost coin even though you know there’s a small fortune in change that has slipped under the back seat of your car over the 
years? Which one of you? 
OK, for the bonus: Which one of you, having granted your son his inheritance (before your death), would watch your child go 
into a far country and blow all that loot on who knows what and then turn around and throw an outlandishly appointed feast 
(Luke 15:22-23) when the wayward son returns, hat in hand? Which one of you? 
 

*** 
 

The correct and honest answers? 
None of us would search the way Jesus describes the relentless shepherd in the wilderness; we would establish rescue caveats 
and guidelines. 
None of us would look with the tenacity of that woman; most of us have too much fiduciary backup to worry over something so 
small. 
None of us would welcome back a wayward son, no strings attached; we’d insist on expectations that might lead to change. 
These old parables are not about how “good Christians” might behave on our best days. These stories are about God—the God 
who relentlessly, tenaciously looks for the lost in a search with no time limits. God throws floodlights into the darkness and 
cares about even small and forgotten concerns because they are large in this upside-down kingdom that values mustard seeds 
and birds of the air and even the hairs of one’s head. 
The church hopefully chooses to join God in the search, but God is always out there ahead of us, leading the way. Such 
behavior is not our usual first inclination, some keen spiritual resolution in a new year. 
 

*** 
 

When the Gospel really wallops me, describing God like a maniacally relentless shepherd, like a tenaciously indomitable 
woman and like an unconditionally loving father, I admit that sometimes I don’t like it. I suspect many Christians are more like 
that elder son (Luke 15:28) than we might care to admit. There should be conditions, expectations, real change in the lost and 
wayward. 
Sometimes I don’t even recognize that I’m operating out of a story that is at odds with the Christian story. What to do? 
One faithful resolution is a new year’s immersion in these old parabolic tales Jesus once told. Especially his questions. 
 

Which one of you is like this shepherd? Which one of you is like this woman? Like this dad? 
Well, I’ll confess right up front: not me. Not usually. And maybe that’s the beginning of a glimmer of wisdom and change. 
Confession, that is. 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/author/frank-g-honeycutt/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/09/lectionary-blog-the-god-who-remembers-and-searches/
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PROVIDENCE MEMBERS 

Myra Boyd, Gail Caldwell, Mike Cox, Debbie & Jamie 
Edwards, Jane Gault-Martin, Judi & Wyman Harmon, Judy 
and Russell Meetze, David & Joan Monts, Frances Monts, 
Jeanette Swygert, Conner Violette and Alice Vowell  

 

FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Rev. Mel Amundson, Rev. Beverly Aurand, Trudy & Perry 
Bouknight, John Burton, Susan Burton, Russell Corley,  
Lucy Covington, Craig DeMunbrun, Kay Elliott, The Family 
of Jose Grant, Don Harmon, Brooke Hayes, Eva & Pedro 
Jimenez, Joann Mancino, Kathy Mancino, John Martin Jr, 
Derrick Miliner, Andy Nash, Jane Park, Brad Pounds, Cass 
Ronan, Melanie Ronan, Leigh Sharpe, Gene Shull, Rick 
Swann and Rebecca Williams 

ACOLYTES 
 05 Olivia Holloway 
 12 Erika Violette 
 19 Landon Truitt 
 26 Peyton Nash 
  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 05 Russell & Pastor Patti Sue Pye 
 12 Open Availability 
 19 Kathy Hendrix 
 26 Kathy Hendrix 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
 Kathy Hendrix & Trudy Scurry 

 

ASSISTING MINISTER 
  Kim Ludwig  
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 05 Ty Yonce 
 12 Glenda Oswald 
 19 Mona Nash 
 26 Donna Florio 
 

CRUCIFERS 
 05 Liam Truitt 
 12 Evan Ronan 
 19 Logan Truitt 
 26 Conner Violette 
 

GREETERS 
  Russell Pye & Cathy Yonce 
 

LAY READERS 
 05 Debbie Kopitskie 
 12 Ernest Cline 
 19 Joyce Bixler 
 26 Scotty Truitt 
  

NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
  Karen & Ty Yonce 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS 
  Glenda Oswald & Miriam Mancino 

 

USHERS       

Ed Crawford, Jimmy Scurry, 
Erik Violette & H.T. Yonce 

  

02  Wyman Harmon  

04  Ely Huffman 

11  Steph Lawhorn 

14  Pastor Patti Sue Burton-Pye 

17  Rosemary Carmean & Hope Hiott 

18  Jen Sheridan 

20  Erika Violette  

29  Ellen Hall 



 

 

Providence Lutheran Church 
840 Old Chapin Road 
Lexington, South Carolina 29072 

Providence Lutheran Church 
840 Old Chapin Road, Lexington, South Carolina  29072 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.      Worship Service: 11:00 a.m. 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Office Phone: (803) 359-4210 

Office E-Mail: ProvidenceLC@gmail.com 
Website: www.ProvidenceLutheranChurch.com 

  Pastor 
The Rev. Patti Sue Burton-Pye 
(803) 403-7755  
PSBPye@yahoo.com 

 

  Office Administrator  
 Steph Lawhorn 
 (803) 359-4210 
 ProvidenceLC@gmail.com  
 

  Preschool Director  
Betsy Culler  
(803) 351-1851 
PLCPreschool@hotmail.com 
 

 Music Director 
Levi Walker  
(404) 583-3003 
Levi1621@gmail.com 

“Making Christ known through 
developing faithful disciples!” 

http://www.providencelutheranchurch.com/

